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“Mixed Franking” on WWII APO Covers  

 

This space lacks suitable material for the 
simple reason my’ piggy bank’ is empty. who-

ever succeeds me as editor will urgently 
need material if he or she is to produce an 

issue of the Air Mail News in the New Year. 
Only you as members can supply this need. 
Please send all material for the present to 

me. 

Urgently!
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November 2014                                                                  Air Mail News                                                    Vol 57. No 227

The Newsletter 
President’s Column 

So here we are, nearing the end of  yet another year.  As I 
write, I ask myself, what will the New Year bring to our 
Society?  Will we still have a Society?  Will we have fur-
ther issues of  Air Mail News - including the CD version? 

We've been jogging along for a few years now with-
out a Secretary, now we need most urgently a replace-
ment for our Editor. John, our current editor, advised, at 
the 2014 AGM, that he would hold the position until the 
next AGM, then he would retire. Unfortunately, sudden 
ill health has brought his retirement earlier than anticipat-
ed. Thankfully, he has pulled out all the stops to put this 
issue to print.  But both myself  and other officers ad-
vised that the issue should be put on the "back-burner", 
until he himself  felt well enough.  Thank you John,  but 
we are still concerned for your health. 

So, is there among our GB membership, someone, 
or maybe two? who would volunteer to edit our Maga-
zine?  It is, like all the societies officers, an honorary posi-
tion, out of  pocket expenses would be reimbursed.  It is 
just the time, interest and dedication to Aerophilately, 
that requires to be donated.  Whoever comes forward, I 
can assure them that they will be in the "driving seat".  I 
firmly believe that anyone who takes on a position within 
the committee, should not be interfered with in the posi-
tion they hold.  Air Mail News, for some of  our mem-
bers, is the only Aerophilatelic contact they have.  Espe-
cially if  they are too remote, or physically unable to at-

tend the regular regional meetings. - PLEASE GIVE IT A 
THOUGHT! 

Our joint meetings with other specialist societies, still 
continue to be popular.  See report elsewhere.  Should we 
continue to survive, we'll arrange others. 

A word on the Pillage Trophy - (the bi annual competi-
tion between BAMS and AAMS) ; as you may be aware, 
BAMS are the hosts for 2015.  It will take place at the Royal 
Philatelic Society London, Tuesday 12th May.  That is the day 
before "London 2015" commences.  We have our team pre-
pared, and we look forward to an interesting display of  mate-
rial.  Who knows, maybe BAMS will win.  However regard-
less of  the result, this is a great opportunity of  camaraderie 
between two like minded societies.  Make a note of  the date 
in your diaries. 

Before that, however, we have our regular Christmas 
meeting at the Royal on 22 November, then next March 28th, 
the London & Home Counties Group meeting at Rayleigh, 
Essex. I hope to see some of  you at either of  those meetings. 

Having been at the Autumn "Stampex" on the final day, I 
must congratulate Josh Spoor, on achieving a Vermeil for a 
three frame air mail exhibit.  Well done Josh.  Very well de-
served. 

Finally I wish you and yours, a Very Happy and enjoyable 
Christmas and a successful and, above all, a Healthy New 
Year. 

Bill Trower 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

From the Editor 

Some five weeks ago I suffered a stroke, and 
spent the following two weeks in hospital. Fortunately 
it was not too severe, leaving me with some lack of  
coordination on the left hand side of  my body. Men-
tally, I have difficulty in concentrating, including key-
board skills. As a result I have not been able to com-
plete the November’s issue of Air Mail News in a 
wholly satisfactory manner. I had almost finished the 
print version of  the Journal, but I had done little or 
nothing on the CD version, and so I regret it may well 
be there will not be a disc this coming issue. 

This is a most unsatisfactory end to my editor-
ship of  our Journal, because I do not feel capable of  

continuing to produce it to a standard that I feel will 
be satisfactory, and so therefore I must tender my 
resignation as editor. I greatly regret this, for I have 
enjoyed my three years as editor. In that time there 
have been significant changes, starting with the new 
format from A5 to A4, followed by the controversial 
introduction of  the CD ROM version last November. 

You may have noticed that Peter Audsley’s ad-
vertisement has been deleted.He rang me recently to 
say he has retired, hoping to concentrate on his own 
collection. 

                                                                                       !                                                                                                                       i
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I cannot conclude without a word of  thanks to 
all those loyal supports who have regularly supplied 
me with articles, you have been extremely generous 
with your time and knowledge, and all those who have 

sent their best wishes for a speedy recovery. Every 
success to the Air Mail News and British Air Mail So-
ciety in the future. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Letters to the Editor 

Dear Bill, Peter and John, 2nd June 2014                                                                                                                    
I respectfully request that the following proposal be given consideration at the next BAMS committee meeting 
because I believe that it will solve the problem of  the difference between disc and paper copy of  the AMN. 
My proposal is that all the archive material be put on the BAMS website instead of  the disc - it's as simple as that!  
The advantages of  doing this are as follows: 

1) The disc and paper copy of  the AMN would be exactly the same.  This would satisfy those who object-
ed at the AGM to there being a difference between the two, but more importantly, it would save John a lot 
of  work - and by golly, he does a huge amount of  it to produce the journal for us. 
2) If  the Archive were on the website, a list of  contents could be shown on the homepage but access al-
lowed only to members by password.  With the contents on view to all, it would be another incentive (like 
the auction catalogue) for people to join the society. 
3) All articles placed in the website archive could remain there indefinitely (rather than being on the discs 
for just two issues) and thus new members could read all archived items.  Also with them all in one place, 
it would be easier to locate a specific article. 

I am sure Bob Clark could easily create an archive section on the website. 
I hope you will all find this proposal to be a solution which will be to the satisfaction of  the vast majority of  
members. 
Best wishes, 

Peter Wingent 

Dear John,  15th August 2014                                                                                                                                    
In the latest issue of  AMN, members were asked for their opinion on the CD edition, and the additional material 
that it contains.  I strongly support the CD edition.  The extra information in the CD edition is very useful, and 
could never be included in the print edition due to space limitations. 

Best Regards, 
Ken Sanford 

Hi John  

AMN - CD Version - comments 
Just received the CD today – very good. 
The Archive is a useful extra and hope it will continue. All articles of  interest. 
No specific subject requests although something on Baltic States – Stockholm to the West in the 1938-1940 peri-
od would be nice. 
I have found the best way to use the CD version is to print the contents pages of  The Journal and of  the Archive. 

Well done – 
Best regards – 

Norman (Banfield)	  

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 
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Society News 

Forthcoming Talks 

Josh Spoor  

A preview of  the talks all of  which are entitled "In the Skies of  Sussex” to be given by Josh Spoor. 

As requested by our President and Chairman, the following are my talks are on behalf  of  the British Air Mail So-
ciety;. 

1.  6th October at 2 pm. East Worthing stamp club at East Worthing Community Centre, Pages Lane, East 
Worthing, BN11 2NQ 

2.  20th October at 7.15 pm. The Southwick Philatelic Society in the Flint Room at Southwick Community 
Centre, Southwick Street Southwick.  

3.  20th November at 7.15 pm. Hastings and East Sussex Philatelic Society at the John Taplin Day Centre, 
Healy House, 3 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards-on-Sea, Hasting, TN38 OLQ.  

4.  13th May 2015 at 7.15 pm. Seaford and District Stamp Club at Crossway Church Hall, Steyne Road, 
Seaford. 

John Crowe 

I am giving a display entitled "From Cook to Qantas" to the Gravesend and District Stamp Club on Friday 
28th November at 2 30 pm. The venue is St Paul's United Reform Church Hall, Singlewell Road, 
Gravesend DA11 7RE. 

Bill Trower 

For the dates of  Bill’s displays see the Events Diary. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Joint Meeting at Stampex 19 Sept 2014 

With the British Air Mail Society & Crash and Wreck Mail Society 

PRESENT: 8 Members of  Wreck & Crash Mail Society (as above), 10 Members of  BAMS and one guest. 
Two from USA; Three from India; One from the Netherlands 
Members of  both Societies gave short one-frame displays mostly incorporating crash mail: 
Jacques Bot*  1924 Amsterdam-Batavia Fokker crash in Bulgaria with research notes indicating 
number carried was 281, not 5,276 as assumed in AAMC. 
Julian Jones*  Transatlantic wreck + crash mail 1899-1945 
Laurence Kimpton (BAMS) Australian crash covers 1935-39 
Joe Roberts (BAMS) Aero Postale 1930 Final Return Flight from South America marred by dozens 
of  failed attempts 
Bill Trower (BAMS) Crash mail from the Yankee Clipper 
Peter White (BAMS) Tanganyika Air Mails 1931-34 
Grahame Boutle (BAMS) Imperial Airways Short S23 Class C flying-boat crash mail 
Mike Kentzer  By Air from Britain to Americas 1928-39 
*Indicates Member of  Wreck & Crash Mail Society 
Ken Sanford followed with a fascinating display of  Imperial Airways crash covers, some of  which were 
the only recorded examples. He told the story of  visiting the site of  the 1937 Capricornus crash for a 
memorial event, and meeting a local man who was only six years old at the time. Ken was given negatives 
of  contemporary photographs of  the crash site by the family. 
Included in Ken’s display were covers which had been involved in two crashes, badly damaged covers of  
which only fragments remained and a mail bag seal from the Capricornus crash. 

                                                                                       !                                                                                                                       iii
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❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Notices 

Return trip to France April 2015 
Dear Friends, 
After a very successful visit by Cercle Aerophilateqlie Francais, we have been invited by their president Dominique 
Petite to travel to France on Monday 13th April to Ver-sur-Mer in Normandy. This is the place where Byrd, 
Noville, Acosta and Balchen landed in July 1927. This is also where Gold Beach is located and where British 
troops landed on D-Day. 
On the Tuesday (14th) it is proposed that BAMS will give a number of  Aerophilatelique displays at the American 
Gold Beach Museum. On the Wednesday it is proposed that there will be a number of  visits to local attractions. 
At this stage, before the 1st December, I need to be in a position to be able to tell our opposite numbers and 
friends in France how many people would like to go. 
In addition to that, if  you are interested in giving a display I would need the following information: 

-Title 
- How many frames/sheets you would intend to display 
- How long each display will last? 
- Do you have access to PowerPoint or other presentation software 
- Further details of  travel arrangements, accommodation, prices etc will be available in due course 

If  you can reply to this as soon as possible it would be very much appreciated 
Thanks and regards 

Josh 
  

FISA Board Meeting, Bellefonte USA, 11th September 2014 

The FISA board met on September 11, 2014 in Bellefonte/USA for its annual meeting: 
Participants: Ross Wood (President), Wolfgang Porges (Secretary General), Peter Beer, Richard Saundry, Lucien Toutounji 
(Deputy for Dominique Petit) 
Excused: Stefan Bruylants (Vice President), Hans Mierl (Treasurer), Romano Savini 
Here are the main issues: 
1. Board 
We regretfully took notice of  Stefan Bruylant’s decision to resign from the board. This caused a long discussion concerning 
the lineup of  the board. Wolfgang Porges recommended a radical reduction of  board members with the aim that any board 
member has a specific task. 
The fields of  responsibility are: 
President FISA + President Aerophilately or Astrophilately 
Vice President FISA + President Aerophilately or Astrophilately 
Secretary General 
Treasurer 
Web Master - can be resumed additionally 
Regional Responsibilities (Europe, UK/Commonwealth/Africa, Asia/Australia and America) 
- can also be resumed additionally 
During the discussion it turned out that we will have two candidates for the function of  President on our 2015 congress. 
2. Members Activities 
Although members should send informations on a regular basis to Stefan Bruylants we must  state that we have still not 
reached this goal. Without this cooperation FISA’s mission is torpedoed! 
We learnt that our member club “Gmünder Weltraumfreunde” (http://www.gmuender-weltraumfreunde.voeph.at) will 
organise an Astro-Saloon during the National (Rang 1) Stamp Exhibition in Gmunden/Austria from August 27 – 30, 2015. 
The national exhibition will also include both air- and astro exhibits. The board decided to grant FISA patronage for this 
event and approved an allowance of  €400,00. 
3. General Meeting/Congress 2015 

                                                                                       !                                                                                                                       iv
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The next FISA Congress will take place on Tuesday, May 12, 1015 at 2 pm in the premises of  the Royal Philatelic Society. 
The whole day will be devoted exclusively to Aerophilately just one day ahead of  the opening of  LONDON 2015 EURO-
PHILEX (May 13 – 16, 2015). At 10 am the Pillage Cup will start, a competition between members of  the American Air-
mail Society and the British Air Mail Society; followed by a luncheon the congress will be held before we shall enjoy the 
traditional afternoon tea. This is the blueprint, that means minor amendments are still possible. 
It is of  course unusual to arrange a FISA Congress during the week but it is impossible to arrange such an event on Satur-
day. We are absolutely convinced that our event will have more than a dignified setting within the premises on the “Royal”. 
4. Other issues 
As usual on our meetings we spent a lot of  time discussing the questions of  shaping FISA and we reviewed again FISA’s 
functions as specified in the Statutes (Article 3); various propositions for optimisation were reviewed. We must stress again 
that FISA is not in a position – and according to it’s Statutes not obliged – to issue a “Bulletin”. Our  mission is primarily 
lobby work at FIP and FEPA and to offer the members an internet-platform where the worldwide activities of  Aero- and 
Astrophilately can be called up and respective updated  contact links are available. It can not be our job to manage a forum! 
We are looking for hosts who would like to arrange the 2017 and 2019 FISA congress. 
5. FIP 
Miri Matejka, Secretary FIP Astro-Commission, informed us that in 2016 elections for the Commission will occur, both 
Igor Rodin (President) and Miri Matejka will be replaced. Our member Astro Clubs  should make sure that their interests 
are well represented and bring up candidates to be elected. And how about the FIP Aero-Commission when Ross Wood 
has to resign from his job? Important questions that must be addressed quickly! 

Wolfgang H. Porges 
Berlin, October 3, 2014 
FISA Secretary General 

  

  
THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY LONDON 

41 Devonshire Place, London W1G 6JY 
Phone: 020 7486 1044 
email: President@rpsl.org.uk 
website: www.rpsl.org.uk 
9th June 2014 
Air Mail News 
John C Symons 

Philatelic Literature announcement from the Royal Philatelic Society London 

Please find below a most exciting announcement from the British Library. As I’m sure you will be aware, the 
British Library holds a fabulous and almost complete collection of  philatelic literature that was published prior to 
1913. 
You can readily check the titles held in the Crawford Library by visiting www.rpsl.org.uk/catalogue_search.asp and 
searching for ‘Crawford’. 
We would be grateful if  you would reply to this email if  any of  the information is incorrect. We are still building 
up our literature contact database, so please forgive any errors. 

 With best wishes 

                                                                                       !                                                                                                                       v
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 Chris King 
President 

Frank Walton 
Vice President 

The Crawford Library Digitisation Project 
The British Library's Philatelic Collections, with the support of  funding from the British Philatelic Trust, is undertaking to 
digitise the Crawford Library of  philatelic literature. 
Bequeathed by James Ludovic Lindsay, 26th Earl of  Crawford in 1913, the Crawford Library comprises of  circa 4,500 vol-
umes, (including books, periodicals, and catalogues). All languages and places of  publication are represented, from 1860 
until about 1913, it is undoubtedly the most important and comprehensive library in the world of  philatelic literature from 
this period. 
For preservation purposes in the 1990s the British Library prepared high-resolution microfilms of  every page of  every 
publication: this is approximately 900,000 pages! Trials have been conducted and these films are still in excellent condition 
and of  sufficiently fine granularity to be converted into digital images and then successfully made searchable by optical 
character recognition techniques. 
The Library is listed in the Catalogue of  the Crawford Library of  Philatelic Literature at the British Library, which was first 
published in 1911, and reprinted in 1991 with amendments and additions to the text, including where appropriate the 
British Library shelfmark. 
Thanks to a generous grant by the British Philatelic Trust, this project can now move from being a feasibility study to reality. 
When the digitisation has been completed, this incredible resource will be made available online, there will be links directly 
to the digitized text so that researchers from around the world will be able to freely access and download the content. This 
will be available on both the British Library website and hosted by our partner in this part of  the project, The Royal Philat-
elic Society London, via the Global Philatelic Library. 
IMPORTANT COPYRIGHT NOTICE FOR RIGHTS HOLDERS 
The British Library is inviting rights holders in works that may be included in the Crawford Library Digitisation to support 
the project. If  rights holders prefer content not to appear, they are requested to communicate with the Library as early as 
possible, so that to any such works can be restricted to traditional access. 
Paul Skinner FRPSL 
Head Curator, Philatelic Collections 
The British Library 
96 Euston Road 
London 
NW1 2DB 
Email: Paul.Skinner@bl.uk 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7412 7636 
www.bl.uk/collections/philatelic 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Events Diary 

For those members who like to plan ahead, perhaps to arrange travel plans or prepare exhibits, the following are a selection 
of  events for the coming months and years. 

Regional Meetings 
London & Home Counties Group 

2015 
29th March. Rayleigh Stamp Day, details TBA.                        

Midlands Group 

South Coast Group 
21st October: Bill Thrower. President of  the British Air Mail Society, the subject being Flight Path Pacific 1935-

1937 Pan American Airways’ Flights of  the China Clipper. This event will take place at the usu-
al time and place in Worthing. 
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British Air Mail Society 
2014 
22nd November: Christmas meeting, Royal Philatelic Society commencing at 1000 hours. 

2015 
12th May:  Pillage Trophy and FISA Congress, Royal Philatelic Society, London 
16th June: AGM, Royal Philatelic Society, London 
7th November: Christmas meeting, Royal Philatelic Society commencing at 1000 hours. 

2016 
4th June: AGM, Royal Philatelic Society, London 

Other 
2015 
22nd _ 25th  February: Spring Stampex. Limited exhibition 200 Frames 
 Diamond Jubilee of  the Great Britain Philatelic Society 
20th March: Colchester Philatelic Society. Presentation by Bill Trower. Subject: Flightpath Atlantic. Wilson 

Marriage Centre, Barrack St., Colchester, CO1 2LR. 7.00 pm - 9.30pm 
13th – 16th May: FIP and FEPA. London 
13th – 16th May: Europhilex: Business Design Centre, Islington, London, N1 
TBD Autumn Stampex. Full National Exhibition. With all classes 
 Anniversary of  GB Overprints Society; 45 Years 

2016 
TBD Spring Stampex. Full National Exhibition. With all classes 
 Anniversary of  GB Overprints Society; 45 Years  
28th May – 4th June World Stamp Show 
 Javits Convention Center, New York City, NY, USA 
TBD Autumn Stampex. Full National Exhibition 
 King George VI Collectors Society. www.kg6.info 
3rd December Christmas meeting, Royal Philatelic Society commencing at 1000 hours. 

Details of  Asian and Australasian philatelic events can be found at: 
Federation of  Inter–Asian Philately, <http://www.asiaphilately.com/Calendar.html> 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Regional Reports 

The Scottish Regional Group 

The Autumn meeting of  the Scottish Group took place at the Dewar Centre in Perth on Saturday 18 October 
during the SCOTEX trade fair. Group convenor Dr Bob Clark welcomed a further six members to this regular 
venue. Six short displays were enjoyed covering a wide range of  locations. 
Mike Turnbull discussed the little-known Wideawake Airfield on Ascension Island and showed both commemora-
tive mail and stamps, and material from the Falklands conflict. Richard Beith showed flown covers relating to the 
Free Polish Forces in WWII including transatlantic mails, mails from the UK to Switzerland franked at 8d, (3d 
registration and 5d air mail to Lisbon) and a 1943 cover from a member of  the 1st Carpathian Brigade in Lebanon 
to the ‘Polish Delegate’ in Nairobi, Kenya, franked with a KGVI 10d for the forces privilege airmail rate. 
Ian May gave a broad overview of  the Railway Air Services internal air mail routes from 1934 distinguishing be-
tween the printed envelopes prepared by RAS and those created by Francis J Field. A Railex lefalet was shown 
together with later mail from the Hillmans Airways period. Keith Robinson  showed a small selection of  Faroe 
Islands air mails including the Icelandair first flight to Glasgow on 20 May 1986 and covers prepared by Keith for 
a special Glasgow to Vágar (Faroes) flight by Atlantic Airways on 17 March 1998. He obtained the pilot’s signature 
during the flight! 
Bob Clark dwelt on the problems caused to New Zealand - United Kingdom air mails by the entry of  Italy into 
WWII. A number of  the last “through flights” were terminated along the Europe bound route at Karachi or 
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Darwin. Bob analysed covers sent by F J Field to catch the first ‘Horseshoe’ route and concluded they had gone 
by air across the Atlantic and by sea from the USA to New Zealand. Bob Robertson ended the displays with a 
study of  the Australian air company ‘New England Airways’ during the 1930s. They took over the Sydney-Bris-
bane route from ANA and acceptances by sea from New Zealand can be found. 
Bob Clark thanked those for attending and for showing such a fascinating range of  material. Bob invited us to the 
same venue on Saturday 18 April 2015 during the annual Scottish Philatelic Congress. 

Richard Beith  

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Literary Reviews 

John Wilson, Imperial Censorship operations in the Gambia in 1942, The Civil Censorship Study Group, 2014, 
A4 softbound, full colour, viii + 28 = 36 pages. ISBN 978-1-908008-03-9. Available from Graham Mark, 
Oast House West, Hauling Way, Wivelescombe, Somerset TA4 2PP. UK. Price including current postage 
£8.75 inland; £11.25/€14.00 to Europe or £12.50/US$21.25 worldwide. Payment by Paypal is acceptable 
subject to 5% extra to cover the fee. Remit to: gmarkb34@btinternet.com 

Ten or so years ago, aerophilatelists, censorship buffs and postal historians had a simplistic view of  transatlantic air mail 
routes during the Second World War. Since then a number of  researchers have opened our eyes to the actual complexities 
of  routing and censorship. John Wilson has been prominent in all these developments, particularly in utilising the actual 
flight records in the Pan American Airways archives held at the University of  Miami. The Italian airline L.A.T.I. (Linee Aere 
Transcontinentali Italiane) successfully operated a service from Rome to Rio de Janeiro (later extended to Buenos Aires) for 
two years from December 1939. This route allowed mail to and from the Axis countries and South America to avoid the 
Imperial Censorship, mail only bearing German or Italian censor seals or handstamps: a serious breach of  Allied security. 
The eventual closure of  this line in December 1941 was only achieved by promising the Brazilian authorities that Pan 
American would operate a ‘L.A.T.I. substiute’ service on the Brazil - Lisbon route and vice versa. Unfortunately this substi-
tute service still provided an Allied censorship-free route for Axis mails. Wilson quotes from The Times (London), con-
cerning mail arriving in Buenos Aires from Germany in two weeks (thanks to Pan American) only censored in Germany. It 
was agreed that Pan American’s Boeing 314 flying boats would make an extra call at Bathurst where a team of  Imperial cen-
sors would be established.  However the Brazilian authorities insisted that their mail was not to be examined by British cen-
sors, so all the ten calls made at Bathurst were officialy described as ‘Emergency Calls’.  

A team of  five censors and one clerical assistant arrived in Gambia from the United Kingdom on 12 February 1942. 
They had to wait until 8 March to examine their first mails, the tenth and final mail drop occurred on 25 July. Six calls were 
in the Brazil - Lisbon direction, four southbound from Lisbon. Subsequent mail examination was based in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, following the establishment of  the San Juan Agreement. These Imperial Censors usually operated separately from the 
local censors, recruited in 1939. The locals used the official censor code for Gambia ‘NN’, but the Imperial Censors used 
‘INN’. Wilson has identified censor seals for all five Examiners: 5453, 5524, 5960, 6185 and 7219, used within that Feb-
ruary-July 1942 period. In addition, octagonal ‘Crown/Passed/No.’ handstamps are recorded using P.202 and P.203.  

Peter Wingent has supplied colour maps of  the two routes involved and there are five appendices copiously illustrated 
in colour listing and illustrating: I Censor Label types; II Mail from non-Axis Europe intercepted and examined in Bathurst; 
III Mail from South America to Europe intercepted and examined in Bathurst; IV Mail from South America to Europe and 
vice versa, intercepted at Bathurst and forwarded to the UK for censorship and Terminal Mail from the Gambia opened 
and resealed with P.C.90 labels; V Imperial handstamps used on mail in transit and terminal mail.  

This well printed volume records an interesting and important censorship activity over a seven month period. John 
Wilson is to be congratulated on his careful research and for ensuring that this information is available for all to read. 
Strongly recommended for perusal by the above-mentioned aerophilatelists, censorship buffs and postal historians. 

Richard Beith 
21st August 201 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 
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Happy Christmas to you all, and all health and happi-
ness in 2015. 

John

Phillips A, Air Mail Magazine, 
Jan 1944, pg. 1173.

Airgraph, 

Middle East, Christmas, 
1943
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The Journal 
Letters Aerophilatelic 

“Mixed Franking” on WWII APO Covers 

Recently on eBay I have seen several World War II APO air mail covers described as "mixed franking" because 
they included not only correct U.S. air mail postage (surface letters were free), but also foreign stamps. They were 
nothing of  the sort. In reality they were flagrant violations of  the rules that got past derelict or dimwitted military 
censors. 

In the list of  prohibited subjects contained in a leaflet distributed to every soldier was:  
Number 1: Don't write military information of  Army units — their location, strength, matériel, or 

equipment. 
Number 9: Don't attempt to formulate or use a code system, cipher, or shorthand, or any other means to 

conceal the true meaning of  your letter. Violations of  this regulation will result in severe pun-
ishment. 

Number 10: Don't give your location in any way except as authorized by proper authority. Be sure nothing 
you write about discloses a more specific location than the one authorized. 

Also forbidden were enclosures that might disclose or suggest forbidden information. The leaflet concluded 
with the admonishment:  

Warning Written communications may be sent only though the facilities of  the Army Postal Service. Any 
attempt to avoid this restriction by mailing letters in civilian postal systems or by having travelers transport 
communications will result in severe disciplinary action against both the sender and the intermediary. 

The Navy had equivalent strict rules. 
What brought this to mind was a letter in this morning's mail from a reader of  my recent Linn’s Stamp News 

series. He enclosed a photo copy of  a cover (see inner front cover page) that he had mailed to his son, with a 
postage due stamp of  New Hebrides affixed, which not only disclosed his location but also pictured a tropical 
island view. 

His note to me commented, "Someone finally realized what I was doing but it wasn't our local censor." 
This reminded me that I had intended to send a correction to Cameo a few years ago in reply to an article that 

reported and pictured a U.S. soldier's letter from Pointe Noire which had been mailed through the French colonial 
post rather than the U.S. Army Postal Service. The author speculated that the U.S. Army had not staffed its French 
Congo APO. In reality, APOs were commissioned and postal clerks sworn before they departed for overseas duty. 

Ken Lawrence 
  

Chile to Argentina, 1929 

Dear Mr Symons, 
As a fairly new member of  BAMS, I am reluctant to write this letter about an article which has appeared in 

the Journal as I feel that I am no expert. However I was most interested to read the piece by Mr D Gribbin on the 
first flight cover from Chile. I can confirm from my copy that the franking on the envelope is 18th July 1929 at 6 
am. As to the flight of  3rd September, Dr. Eduardo Madsen1, in his monumental work, confirms the use of  the 
cachet described by Mr Gribbin and in addition states that no mail from Europe was carried as this had been 
delayed by a plane crash in Mauritenia. Interestingly Dr. Madsen does not list a special return flight but merely 
includes what is presumably it in the normal CGA schedule leaving Santiago on 5th of  September. I have a cover 
dated the day before in Valparaiso which I assume caught this flight and whether by accident or design, it has no 
special cachet. Unfortunately it also has no transit or arrival marks.  

There were earlier trial flights prior to the cover shown in Mr Gribbin's article and I was lucky enough to 
purchase for a modest sum a cover (see inner back cover page for illustrations, Ed.) carried on  the Jean Mermoz 
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flight from Santiago on 21st November 1928. Neither I nor the dealer realised what it was at the time. I also 
acquired for an even more modest fee an official letter from the CGA office in Santiago addressed to Senor Davis 
in Buenos Aires dated 6th June 1929 and which presumably travelled by train. It has a transit franking of  Brigada 
21, which I am told is a TPO mark. Could I ask if  anyone would know why CGA would be writing to Senor 
Davis? Perhaps he had enquired about the possible date of  a particular flight? 

Thank you for any assistance members might be able to give. 
Robin Jarman 

1. Madsen E (2007), Handbook of  Aeropostal History of  Chile, The author, Wiesbaden. 
  

From: Julian van Beverin 
To: John Wilson 
Dated: 19th July 2014 
Subject: Opportunist Swiss Trans Atlantic Air Mail 

Hello John 
I very much liked your proposition in the last Air Mail News on the above together with your usual thorough re-
search on these interesting flights and give further insight to air mailings in those troublesome times. The proba-
bility on the their passage is I would say extremely high, and I for one would not contest your supposition for a 
moment.   

To keep you amused further should you feel so inclined, I append a few more Swiss air mails (see centre 
pages) with various censor sealing tapes and some without any for many and various reasons, including the frailty 
of  human kind. 

Those to Mrs A. Rohner in New York, offer four various treatments by the censors, from the usual Bermuda 
stopover, which we see in the forwarding letter to her on moving house took took exactly a month to reach the 
lady, (about the average time), New York censor only and the full works from both OKW & Bermuda. 

Mr Milton Weil in San Francisco on the other hand had much longer to wait for his letter from Uetikon am 
See 9.XII. 43. It did not follow the rails to Lisbon as requested but was diverted to Stuttgart / Berlin for Gerry to 
have a closer look at and thereafter clear American sealing tape only. The cover to Harry Rado seems to have pla-
cated the foreign censors having the authoritative Swiss Military closing tape alone seemingly. 

Lastly, covers that received no censor examination at all at first glance but who knows? The cover to the Swiss 
Legation in Washington is understandable and the other to Canada from Zurich to Toronto cds 16.V.41, I wonder 
could this have transited via Ireland thereby missing the censors?  

I am copying this to John our Editor who I would ask to forward this to you if  you have changed your email 
address, as I recall you were having little trouble in Bulith Wells, (in Wales), with your server, in the hope this finds 
its mark and congratulations on your well deserved trophy, 

Julian v B 
  

Commentary on Julian’s Swiss covers 

Following my suggestion that airmail covers from Switzerland to the United States that were not inspected at 
Bermuda but only in New York were carried by the Pan American Northern route from Foynes in May 1942, I 
was astonished to see a cover from Julian that left Switzerland on the 24th of  August 1942 that also avoided 
Bermuda and was censored only in New York. How? 

Once again, possession of  the Pan American flight data ( www.wasc.org.uk ) gave me the answer, and it is 
extremely interesting. There were three possible routes from Europe to the US in August 1942; Route 3 from 
Foynes to New York; Route 7, the anti-clockwise “LATI substitute” flights and Route 8, the corresponding 
clockwise flights. Route 3 was most unlikely, and both the “LATI substitute” flights normally called at Bermuda, 
so is there a sensible explanation? 

Flight 8018 left Lisbon on the 30th of  August which ties in with a typical transit time from Lausanne, and 
headed south to Bolama and beyond. This flight would normally have called at Bermuda for mail examination, but 
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the flight records show that after transiting Bolama on the 1st of  September and arriving at Fisherman’s Lake, the 
aircraft suffered hull damage and the crew had to make temporary repairs which delayed departure until the 11th 
of  September. Because of  the damage, the aircraft flew back to New York by the shortest route, missing out the 
calls at Natal, San Juan AND BERMUDA. That is why the mail arrived in New York and was examined there and 
not in Bermuda. 

The actual report reads: 
“Struck uncharted rocks on landing FSH damaged hull. Delay due temporary repairs made in damaged hull. Proceeded BEL 

direct to return ship to NBA for repairs.” 
In Klaas’ book1 is a graphic description of  the accident at Fisherman’s Lake and the courage of  the Pan 

American crew who repaired the hull whilst working under water using a diver’s helmet made out of  a five gallon 
can, with air being pumped from a compressor sitting on the sea wing of  the aircraft. The repair was made using 
metal plates secured by some 1000 screws, and 1500 pounds of  concrete poured into the hull. Remarkable story. 

What a lovely find, and I am envious of  Julian in having this interesting cover in his collection. I wish it were 
mine. I have stressed many times that study of  available flight records is so necessary in understanding the anom-
alies in mail carriage, and this is a shining example. 

Well done Julian, and thank you for showing me/us this remarkable cover. 

John Wilson  

1. Klaas M. D. (1997), Last of  the flying clippers”. Schiffer Publishing Ltd., Atglen, PA 19310. ISBN 0-7643-0562-X 

  

Questions and Answers 

Q506: First Flight from Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 19th May 1934. 

I recently came across this rather attractive cover in fine condition illustrated above. Clearly it is recording a first 
flight from Guantanamo Bay which departed at 6:35 am on 19th May 1934, destined for the United States transit-
ing via Havana. In addition to the cancellation over the stamps, a second was applied to the reverse side of  the 
cover, confirming the date on the cachet. With Cuban postage stamps and cancellations, and notwithstanding the 
English language cachet it would appear this cover had little or nothing to do with the US Naval Base. Search as I 
might I cannot find any mention of  this flight. Can any member help with such details. 

John C Symons

  

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 
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The Quarterly Cover 

Air Mail Letter from France to Colombia, South America 

dated 16th April 1945. 

Richard Beith 

This cover was sent by a member of  the Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade (CIAB) engaged in the investment 
of  the bypassed German garrison in Dunkirk in the Spring of  1945. The CIAB had been formed in the United Kingdom 
on 1 September 1943 composed of  members of  the Czechoslovak Army-in-Exile who had escaped to Britain from France 
in June/July 1940 together with the Czechoslovak soldiers who had been fighting in the Middle East (including the defence 
of  Tobruk) and who arrived in the UK in summer 1943. The CIAB had reached France as a fighting unit at the end of  
August 1944 and from early October was placed in charge of  the investment of  Dunkirk, containing a garrison of  12,000 
Germans who had been ignored in the rush to liberate Antwerp. They remained in this job until VE Day, much to their 
annoyance as they would have preferred to have been involved in the liberation of  their homeland.1 

Posted on 16 April 1945 it was addressed to Bogota, Colombia, where it was received on 5 June 1945. As the CIAB 
were operating in an area controlled by the British Field Post system all necessary postal charges such as registration, surface 
mail to destinations outside the British Empire and air mail charges were prepaid by means of  current KGVI stamps. The 
5/- rate could represent a letter of  up to one ounce sent all the way by air or a letter up to two ounces sent by sea to New 
York and then by air to destination. The ‘Shield’ unit censor handstamp 12737 was allocated to the CIAB’s Artillery Regi-
ment, the letter was again censored in the UK, see the PC 90 censor seal of  Examiner No. 6630. The British-style Field 
Post handstamp was used from the formation of  the Brigade in 1943 and continued in use in western Bohemia for the first 
months after the CIAB returned to their liberated homeland. The initials C.S.P.P. equal ‘Czechoslovak Field Post’ in Czech. 
1. Beith R (2014), The Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade in France and their return home, 1944-1945, (Mono-
graph No. 27) (Bray, Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of  Great Britain (CPSGB)) 
Copies of  this new full colour monograph are available from Rex A Dixon FRPSL, Publications Officer of  CPS-
GB at £18.00 + £1.50 UK P&P. See rexdixon@btinternet.com or via the CPSGB wbsite www.cpsgb.org.uk 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Colourful philatelic air mail covers from the Free Polish Forces in 
Palestine and Italy to the USA showing Miami transit marks  

Richard Beith 

The two covers shown here were sent to the USA in 1943 and 1945 by members of  the 2nd Polish Army Corps 
located in Palestine and in Italy. The 2nd Corps, commanded by General Władysław Anders, originated with the 
Polish soldiers captured by the Soviets in September 1939 as the USSR colluded with Hitler’s Germany in the par-
tition of  Poland. They endured harsh POW camp conditions in the USSR until the German invasion of  the USSR 
in summer 1941 suddenly made them gallant allies in the fight against fascism. In poor physical shape, the British 
government agreed to accept these soldiers, restore them to health and train them in the Middle East. Many of  
the soldiers’ families had been interned in the more desolate parts of  the USSR and these too were able to make 
their way first to Iran and then via Iraq to Palestine. In all, some 116,500 people including 78,600 troops were 
transferred to Iran beween March and August 1942. Some readers may have seen the TV documentary Wojtek the 
Bear; this was the story of  a bear cub adopted by a group of  these Polish soldiers on their way through Iran. The 
soldiers later fought with great valour in Italy, particularly in the final Battle of  Monte Cassino and in the libera-
tion of  Ancona and Bologna. Wojtek helped by carrying shells to the base of  Monte Cassino! The 2nd Corps re-
mained in Italy until May 1946 when it was announced that they would be sent to Great Britain – only a small 
fraction accepted the offer of  returning to Poland, now governed by a harsh communist regime. Wojtek came to 
Scotland and ended his days in Edinburgh Zoo. 

Transatlantic air mail routes during WWII have been the subject of  much important research in recent years, 
see the many papers by Barbara Priddy, John Wilson, Peter Wingent et al. In many of  these the importance of  
Miami as a mail transit point has been emphasised, where transit via West Africa was involved. Both the philatelic 
covers shown, with their exotic frankings, were registered and show Miami transit marks. Reference to Wagner 
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shows that the use of  current British stamps was normal wherever air mail or registration fees were required, sur-
face mail was sent free of  charge within the British Empire. The Polish Field Post Offices would pass mail 
through the British Field Post system. There were many rate changes during the operation of  these military posts. 
Indian stamps were used in Iraq for a time as the Indian Army operated the early Field Posts there. Air mails to 
the USA from Palestine and Italy can also be found franked at the US 6 cent rate. 

13th January 1943: Palestine to New York. 

This cover is franked with 2/6d worth of  KGV photogravure and dark colour KG VI stamps, plus a Zt 1.50 
stamp of  the first Polish Government–in–Exile issue printed in the UK. This latter stamp had no validity in the 
Middle East. 

 How can this 2/6d rate be considered? It could be regarded as a double weight civilian cover (2 x 1/3d) or a triple 
rate concessionary military air mail franking (3 x 10d), but in both cases the 3d registration fee is missing.  There is 
a red pencil/crayon inscription ‘VIA PAN AMERICAN CLIPPER’. The stamps have been cancelled with the cds 
of  Polish Field Post 115, then located at Rehovot, Palestine, dated 13.1.43. About 6,600 Polish soldiers and 5,000 
associated civilians were served by this FPO at the end of  1942. The Polish censor handstamp was also given the 
number 115. Subsequent travels are indicated by the following transit marks: 
British FIELD POST OFFICE 28 14 JA 43 (Palestine) Oval REGISTERED TEL AVIV 14 JA 43     
MIAMA FLA REGISTERED FEB 7 1943 NEW YORK NY REG’Y DIV 2. 8. 1943 (8 February)                       

CHURCH ST. ANNEX NY – REG – NY 2. 9.1943 (9th February) 
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1st September 1945: Mottola, Italy, to Chicago 

15th September 1945 

This cover is franked with a modest 6d worth of  stamps, a curious mixture of  KEVIII ½d and the 1937 
Coronation 1½d. The registration etiquette and the cancellations of  the Polish Field Post are for Poczta Polowa 
130, then located at Mottola in the south of  Italy, (25km NW of Taranto). The circular mark of  censor 108 can be 
seen at top left. The patriotic envelope was probably printed in New York as the design of  a tattered Polish flag is 
identical to a 1943 cinderella illustrated by Mosbaugh and published by the Polish Government Information Cen-
tre in that city. The addressee is thought to be a dealer; covers to him seem to be fairly well distributed, often with 
similar somewhat bizarre philatelic frankings. 

The following transit marks can be seen, even though there is no indication that air mail was requested: 
Polish GLOWNA POCZTA POLOWA cds, date unclear 
BASE P.O. APO (?) cds for SEP 11 1945 – looks very American, compare with the date layout on the Miami and 
 Chicago marks.                                                                     
MIAMI FLA SEP 14 1945 CHICAGO ILL REG DIV SEP 15 1945                                               

CHICAGO ILL LOGAN STREET STATION SEP 17 1945 
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Readers comments are welcome, particularly concerning the postal rates shown. Although these two covers are 
contrived philatelic creations, they do happen to illustrate an interesting WWII air mail route by virtue of  their 
transit markings. 

Sources 

Charles R Entwistle (ed), A priced checklist of  British Army & Field Post Offices 1939–1946, (Abernethy, Chavril Press, 
1998) 
George Kay and Ron Negus, Polish Exile Mail in Great Britain 1939–1949, (York, J Barefoot Ltd, 1997) 
Charles Hoger (ed), Mosbaugh’s U.S. all funds seal catalogue, section 7 Ethnic Seals, (Chicago, Christmas Seal & Charity 
Stamp Society, 1979) 
Aileen Orr, Wojtek The Bear – Polish War Hero, with Epilogue on WWII Polish military history by Neal Ascherson, 
(Edinburgh, Birlinn, 2012); see also:   www.wojtekmemorialtrust.com 
Ryszard Wagner, History of  the Polish Army Postal Service, Middle East and Italy, 1940–1948, (London, Caldra House, 
1992) 

  

Colourful philatelic  air mail covers … 

John Wilson 
The two Polish Forces airmail covers unearthed by Richard Beith should not be passed over as merely philatelic 
curiosities. Quite apart from the mention of  Wojtek the bear, which must have sent many readers including me 
scurrying away to read the story, there is more to find out about the covers. 

My particular interest lies in the fact that both covers passed through Miami on their way to the United 
States. During WW2, Miami was the designated “gateway” for mail to and from Africa, and this is demonstrated 
by the cover from Palestine which must have travelled across the Sahara to the West coast of  Africa before cross-
ing the South Atlantic. At the time the cover travelled, Pan American Airways were operating the “Special Mis-
sions” between Natal and Fisherman’s Lake, with connecting services by ATC between Fisherman’s Lake and the 
Middle East. Connection between Natal and Miami were by Pan American FAM-6 South American flights. 

However, following the military takeover in late 1942 of  the Pan American Airways (Africa) services, the 
ATC had introduced C-54 aircraft carrying military mail directly from Miami to Accra, and since Richard’s 
Palestine cover was (presumably) treated as military mail, it may well have been carried from Accra and not from 
Fisherman’s Lake. 

The second cover, from Italy, is intriguing in that it too passed through the Miami Africa gateway. The war 
had ended, so one might assume that mail from mainland Europe would be routed via Lisbon, but perhaps since 
this was classed as military mail it appears to have been carried by the ATC military system which did not end until 
November 1945. A map from the Official History of  ATC shows that a route had been established from Naples 
through Africa to Accra and thence to Miami, so it seems likely that this was the route taken by the cover from 
Italy. 

As to the rates on the covers, one can only guess. I did think that perhaps the 6d on the Italy cover might 
have been a direct equivalent of  the 6c American Forces airmail rate, but at the wartime exchange rate of  £1/$4 
(remember calling the half  crown “half  a dollar”) 6d would be 10c, and American registration on military covers 
was 20c so this does not work. Perhaps in the relief  at the end of  the war, postage rates were ignored? 
As Richard says, even philatelic covers can tell a useful story. 

  

Addendum to John Wilson’s letter on ‘Colourful philatelic  air mail covers ...’ 
Richard Beith 

Delighted to have John Wilson’s thoughts on the routing of  my two covers. With regard to the second cover from 
Italy to Chicago, postmarked on 1 September 1945, John mentioned the map of  African Air Routes included in 
the official history of  the US Army Air Forces. He noted that there was a link to and from the African routes with 
Naples. The map is shown here. 
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The existence of  a route Naples - Algiers/Oran - Kano - Accra - Ascension - Miami suggested that if  the unclear 
BASE APO cds for SEP 11 1945 could be shown to have functioned in Naples, then that route would seem very 
probable. I therefore contacted Jim Forte, the noted American expert on military posts of  WWII, who indicated 
that this mark belonged to US A.P.O. 790 which was, indeed, located in Naples at that time. 
Acknowledgement: Thanks to Jim Forte: www.postalhistory.com 
Sources: 
The Army Air Forces in World War II, Services Around the World, (Washington DC, Office of  Air Force History, 1983), 
Volume 7. 
James Shaffer (ed) (1985), Geographic Locations of  US APOs 1941 - 1984, War Cover Club. 
Jim Forte and Richard W Helbock (1996), A Price Guide to US A.P.O. cancels of  the Second World War, Lake Oswego 
OR, La Posta Publications. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Follow-up to Robert Clark’s article in AMN August 2014 

John Crowe 
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Robert Clark’s excellent article on “African Repositioning Flights in June 1940” prompted me to check covers in 
my collection from the England-Australia route.  The last through service from Sydney to Poole was SW245 
which left Sydney on Wednesday 29th May 1940 and arrived at Poole on 9th June.   I show a cover (fig 1) which 
would have been carried on this flight. It was cancelled in Newcastle, NSW, on 23rd May and 27th May and ad-
dressed to Birmingham. Unfortunately, and not surprisingly, there is no arrival stamp.  

The next cover (fig 2) was 
posted at Wallsend, NSW, 
on 31st May 1940 and ad-
dressed to Rawdon, via 
Leeds.  There is no arrival 
stamp.  The question 
arises whether it was in 
time to be carried on 
SW246 which left Sydney 
the next day.   The air mail 
closed at Sydney on the 
evening, prior to the de-
parture of  the aircraft the 
following morning, at 6 30 
pm (6 pm for registered 
mail).  Wallsend is about 
60 miles north of  Sydney. 
There is no time shown on 
the canceller so it is uncer-
tain whether the cover 

reached Sydney in time to 
be carried on SW246.   As 

Robert records in his article the Australian press reported that mail from SW246 was held up in Egypt. According 
to Aitink and Hovenkamp SW246 reached Athens on 10th June.  It appears the aircraft was flown back to Alexan-
dria, still carrying the mail.  If  the cover missed SW246 it would have been carried on SW247 which left Sydney 
on 5th June.  This flight was terminated at Karachi on 11th June.  In either event it seems clear that the Wallsend 
cover completed its journey to the UK as surface mail. 

The next cover (fig 3) was 
posted at Newcastle-on-Tyne 
for Riverston, NSW, on 10th 
June 1940 and so missed the 
last east-bound flight, SE254, 
which left Poole on  9th June 
1940 and reached Sydney on 
20th June. According to Aitink 
and Hovenkamp SE254 
touched down at Rome on 
10th June, the day Italy de-
clared war.   Douglas Walker 
in “Airmails of  New Zealand, 
vol.2, page 328, states “The 
BOAC staff  based at Rome 
left on the Embassy train, hav-
ing been granted diplomatic 
recognition. The last two men 
remaining at Brindisi had an 
hour’s notice to board the last 
flying boat through Italy 
bound for Alexandria via 
Athens, so that all staff  were 
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evacuated safely”. 
They were presumably 

passengers on SE254.  
Having missed SE254 how 
did this cover from New-
castle-on-Tyne reach Aus-
tralia?  Report no. 40 of  
the Overseas Mail Branch 
(OMB) for the week ended 
15th June stated that ar-
rangements were being 
made for mail to be carried 
by the North Atlantic air 
service which was due to 
leave Lisbon for New York 
on 20th June and then by 
sea on S SS “Monterey” 
from San Francisco to 
Sydney where it was due 
on 15th July. However, it is 
not certain that this cover 
reached Australia in this 
way because OMB Report 
no. 41 for the week ended 
22nd June stated that “such air mail correspondence for Australia as could be accommodated on the London-Lis-
bon air service was despatched on 15th June via the Trans-Atlantic service to New York and San Francisco, for 
onward conveyance by surface route across the Pacific. On Monday 17th June air mail correspondence for Aus-
tralia was despatched by surface route, which appeared to be the most advantageous outlet”. 

These two OMB reports do not mention the Horseshoe route. The next cover (fig 4) was posted in Birming-
ham on 14th June, addressed to New Zealand with the superscription “1st Horseshoe route”. The back-stamp is 
Carterton NZ 16th July 1940. This cover does indeed appear to have been carried on the 1st Horseshoe Route.  
The mail was despatched from the UK by sea to Durban on the night of  14th June or early on 15th June (Douglas 
Walker “Airmails of  New Zealand Vol. 2).   A similar cover (fig 5) from Birmingham to Sydney is also shown; no 
back-stamp. These are Francis Field covers as evidenced by the firm’s “cancel” on the reverse.  
All of  which suggests  that predicting the route taken by much war-time mail is an art rather than a science! 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Buckell T, New York, Rio and Buenos Aires Airlines  
New York, Rio And Buenos Aires Airline 

Trevor Buckell 

Colonel Ralph A. O’Neill was born 1896 and served with distinction in Europe during World War I after which he 
became a test pilot for Boeing suffering serious injury whilst carrying out flight tests in Uruguay, he left the com-
pany of  Boeing soon afterwards and after recovery he was asked to head up the new Mexican Air Force, attaining 
the rank of  General but liked to be known as Colonel. While carrying out his duties in Mexico, O’Neill could see 
the need for an airline to cover the eastern coast of  the United States south to Buenos Aires in Argentina. So in 

1928 he commenced the task of  surveying a route and contacting South American and Caribbean authorities in an 
effort to obtain agreements that if  an airline was set up by O’Neill that airline would carry mail over the proposed 
route.  Still without any aircraft or even a company at this stage he obtained financial backing from James Rand of  
Remington Rand and others plus the considerable backing of  the Consolidated Aircraft Company for supply of  
their aircraft: the 24 seat Commodore seaplane. In addition using old military contacts he obtained much smaller 

Sikorsky S38 float planes, well able to carry the mail to act as back up, in fact they achieved much more.

  
FIG 1. This New York, Rio And Buenos Aires Airline (NYRBA) flown envelope was one of  75 items of  mail 

carried on the first flight between Buenos Aires and Santiago, Chile. 

On the 17th of  March 1929 O’Neill’s plans came to fruition when NYRBA was registered in the state of  
Delaware. The first inaugural flight between Buenos Aires and Montevideo occurred on the 21st of  August 1929. 
To assist in obtaining mail contracts from South American Governments a subsidiary company NYRBA do Brasil 
SA was founded in October 1929. On the 19th of  October the first flight between Buenos Aires and Santiago was 
flown carrying very small amounts of  mail. Stops on the way were made at Rosario, Cordoba and Mendoza in 
Argentina.  

In January 1930 a regular service commenced between Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro, followed on the 19th 
of  February 1930 by the opening salvo by NYRBA to secure the mail service over which was to be at that time 
the longest air mail route of  some 8,000 miles. The flight took place between the 19th and 26th of  February 1930. 
This flight proved to be exceptional in that it involved three crashes, overland by hired car, a police chase and an 
ending at Miami with all of  the mail addressed to destinations in the US and beyond being declared “Outlaw 
Mail” by the US Postal Authorities. 
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FIG 2. This envelope was posted in Buenos Aires with a special NYRBA cachet and was involved in three 

crashes and then declared “Outlaw Mail” 

The flight departed from Buenos Aires on the 19th of  February 1930, the pilot was Capt L.C. Sullivan accom-
panied by Col O’Neill also a qualified pilot. O’Neill intended to travel the entire route to Miami, and did so, chan-
ging aircraft as required during the journey. At the same time to save time on a  tight schedule NYRBA’s Chief  
Pilot Capt W.S. Grooch departed from Buenos Aires in a Sikorsky S38 the ‘Tampa’ with instructions to fly to 
Montevideo in Uruguay to collect mail and meet with O’Neill later on the route. 

This action proved fortuitous as when Sullivan was taking off  from Port Alegre he hit a buoy fracturing the 
hull, this caused the first delay. Grooch arrived some hours later with the mail from Montevideo in the ‘Tampa’. 
O’Neill ordered all mail to be transferred from the Consolidated Commodore ‘Rio de Janeiro’ to the ‘Tampa’. 
Grooch then took off  in the ‘Tampa’ with O’Neill on board and made the next stop of  Florianopolis. Bad weath-
er was threatening but with O’Neill trying to keep to schedule he ordered Grooch to fly on to the next stop San-
tos. Upon arrival off  Santos bad weather had already set in and Grooch had to attempt a landing in high seas and 
was hit broadside with a large roller which smashed windows and flooded the cabin. Making use of  the large 
rollers and with the engines still running Grooch surfed the aircraft ashore. 

O’Neill now faced a new problem, a Sikorsky S38 the ‘Port Alegre’ stationed at Rio de Janeiro had been im-
pounded due to a legal dispute with another small airline. After a series of  telephone calls he contacted Capt C. 
Woods pilot of  another S38 the ‘Bahia’ who was waiting at Bahia, he was instructed to fly to Rio but to wait on 
the far side of  the bay. Meanwhile O’Neill hired a car and was driven the 400 miles overnight to Rio and in so do-
ing managed to avoid awaiting police who were trying to stop O’Neill at all costs.. At Rio all of  the mail was trans-
ferred to a launch and the mail together with O’Neill was transferred to the ‘Bahia’ which managed to take off  
immediately with the police in a launch in pursuit. 
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FIG 3. This envelope was posted in Rio de Janeiro and involved in one crash and is classed as “Outlaw Mail” 

All went well until take off  by the ‘Bahia’ at Bahia. A cross wind caused the aircraft to crash in to the sea wall 
causing serious damage. Luckily some three hours flying time away was another S38 the ‘Pernambuco’ piloted by 
Capt H. Shea who collected an even larger amount of  mail plus O’Neill. The flight continued via British Guiana, 
Dutch Guiana and the Caribbean to San Jose, Puerto Rico arriving on board Sikorsky S38 ‘Port of  Spain’ piloted 
by W.J. Cobb and O’Neill. 

At San Jose, again for expediency, O’Neill transferred four bags of  mail to a much faster Consolidated Fleet-
ster piloted by Hugh Wells, he was instructed to fly to Santo Domingo, in the Dominican Republic, Port au Prince 
in Haiti followed by Cienfuegos and Havana in Cuba before travelling as fast as possible to Miami to arrive before 
O’Neill. 

  
FIG 4. This envelope was posted in Recife so was not involved in any of  the crashes but due to its 

destination is classed as “Outlaw Mail” 
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FIG 5. This envelope was posted in Port of  Spain, Trinidad and delivered to Havana by Wells. 

Following this a weekly service to Miami from Buenos Aires continued until September 1930. In April 1930 a 
NYRBA aircraft flew for the first time from Port of  Spain, Trinidad to Bridgetown, Barbados, where the agents 
had let it be known mail would be accepted for onward flight to St Lucia, Antigua and St Thomas but at the re-
quest of  a senior US Naval Officer it was agreed mail would be carried to Miami. 

  

FIG 6. The return flight called at Port au Prince, Haiti on the of  March, 1930 and arrived Buenos Aires on 
the of  March.  

Expecting Wells to comply with these instructions Cobb and O’Neill flew on to Port au Prince where L.E. 
Pierson awaited to pilot a Consolidate Commodore the ‘Cuba’ with O’Neill on board to Santiago de Cuba and on 
to Miami. O’Neill was expecting a reception committee and when he saw a group of  people waiting at Miami he 
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was delighted but was astonished that the group consisted of  members of  the US Postal Authorities who deman-
ded all mail be handed over and seized as NYRBA did not have authority to carry mail over US Territory. After 
heated discussion the mail was seized and transferred to rail and truck transport to complete delivery, it was not 
going to be forwarded by air. It later transpired that Hugh Wells who was instructed to make haste to Miami was 
in fact employed by Pan American Airways and was looking after their interests at all times. If  he had been faith-
fully working for NYRBA he would have warned O’Neill what was going to happen and O’Neill could have flown 
direct to New York receiving all of  the news coverage that would have meant. O’Neill sacked Wells the next day 
and Wells was again flying for Pan Am the day after. 

  
FIG 7. This envelope was flown on the return flight being flown to St Thomas on the U.S. Virgin 

Islands from Barbados by NYRBA. 

  
FIG 8. This envelope was carried on the first flight to Grenada from Port of  Spain, Trinidad. 
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On the 7th of  March 1930 NYRBA commenced the return flight to Buenos Aires where the aircraft arrived on the 
15th of  March, having again passed through the Caribbean and the southerly route via the east coast of  South 
America.  
In May the first service was flown between Port of  Spain Trinidad and Scarborough in Tobago, followed by a ser-
vice to Grenada in July 1930. While all of  these new routes were being inaugurated, great priority was placed on 
obtaining the US mail contract to carry mail between the United States and South America. During all of  this 
period Juan Terry Trippe, as President of  Pan Am was using old college associates who were then members of  the 
US Postal Authority to obtain for Pan Am the (FAM) Foreign Air Mail contract for the route, this completely un-
dermined O’Neill and forced him to sell his airline to Pan Am, the completion date being the 15th of  September 
1930. NYRBA financial backers suffered substantial losses over this period. So the 15th of  September 1930 saw 
the ending of  NYRBA’s time as a commercial service for mail, goods and passengers with much use of  the old 
adage “It isn’t what you know it’s who you know” ringing in O’Neills ears. 

  
FIG 9 

This registered commercial envelope was posted in San Fernando, Trinidad on the 28th of  April 
1930 from where it was carried to Port of  Spain. It was then carried by the weekly NYRBA service 

to Miami, arriving at Syracuse on the 2nd of  May. 

References 
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Bushell J A, Airpost over the Andes, 1929 

Airpost over the Andes, 1929 

John A Bushell 

This article is written to compliment Dan Gribbin's article published in the August Air Mail News (vol 57, no 22) 
illustrating a number of  additional examples of  the covers I have in my collection that were carried on the flight 
of  18th July  1929, Santiago to Buenos Aires and 2nd September 1929 return flight to Santiago. This is by no way 
a complete set of  covers, but readers may appreciate exactly what these early pioneers, who flew into the unknown 
on every journey, leaving us such covers and a history of  their adventures. 
The aircraft that flew the leg from Santiago to Mendoza was a Potez 25 (F–ADJX) and that from Mendoza to 
Buenoa Aires was a Latécoère 26 9 (F–AILH). 

 

Fig 1: Posted in Santiago, shows basic hand-
written type with cachet (56 x 27mm) in black 
on back. Buenos Aires reception mark dated: 
18.JUL.29-19. 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Fig 2: Posted in Santiago shows similar to the 
one shown in Dan Gribbin’s excellent article, 
but with different casilla (box) number (1588 
instead of  2210) with violet cachet on front. 
Also wording in top left corner states: VIA 
AEREA instead of  POR VIA AEREA. 

 

Fig 3: Posted in Santiago, identical to Fig 2 
but signed by the pilot Jean Mermoz. The 
other pilot was Henri Guillaumet. 514 
signed items carried on the flight. 
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Fig 4: Posted from Valparaiso, registered 
cover, which was then forwarded to Santiago 
to join the flight. The cachet is smaller in 
size (41 x 20mm) in violet. 

 

Fig 5: Cover shows the return flight which 
took place on September 2, 1929, from 
Buenos Aires to Santiago via Mendoza. The 
pilot was Henri Guillaumet and passenger: 
Didier Daurat. Cachet in violet (or green) 
measured 55 x 27mm. Two hundred and sev-
enty eight covers carried on flight. Santiago 
receiving mark dated: 3.SET.29.4PM  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Primary Source 

The Flying Demonstrations of C A Pégoud 1913–1914 
Julian van Beveren 

I was really taken with the page from Josh Spoors collection entitled In the Skies of  Sussex, Pioneering Days in the 
Footnote (Air Mail News, August 2014), who having collected these wonderful post cards of  those early pioneer 
aviators mirror my own penchant for collecting these old postcards of  those brave and ground breaking exploits 
by these pilots. I wish I had been there to see it. Surely, Celestin–Adolphe Pégoud too, rates amongst one of  the 
finest demonstrators of early flying skill and who would argue that those youngsters who witnessed these thrilling 
flying demonstrations was the pivotal motivation for those pilots of  the next generation who also pioneered in 
their own way the air routes to those far reaching corners of  the earth, the covers therefrom we also cherish?  

The ungenerous may dismiss them as a mere showmen, but certainly not in the eyes of  Bleriot who entrusted 
Pégoud with his aircraft and undoubtedly helped  advance the technical ability of  those early aircraft in testing 
them to their limits. Pégoud was to pay the ultimate sacrifice for France like so many others for his countrymen in 
The Great War in a dog fight on 31st August 1915, in circumstances of  the greatest irony, by a former student of  
his, Unteroffizier Kandulski, and was shot down near Petit–Croix. Pégoud was to be given the Medaille Militaire 
and the Croix de Guerre 1914–1918 and was made a Knight of  the Legion d'Honneur. 

It may very well be Pégoud was the first to perform a completed loop in a fixed wing aircraft and advance this 
notion which is given from a book of  the time, History of  British Aviation 1908–1914 by R.Dallas Brett, Vol II, 
Hon. Secretary of  the Cinque Ports Flying Club, Lympne, printed by The Aviation Book Club, 1914, in which it is 
stated that Pégoud had performed some of  these previously unseen manoeuvres at Juvisy as early as 1st Sep-
tember 1913. See attached, in which it also describes his first parachute jump too. In this he was probably not the 
first to be delivered safely to the ground by means of  a parachute from a fixed wing aircraft which may have to go 
to the American Army Captain, Albert Berry, exiting a Benoist Pusher plane while flying above Jefferson Barracks, 
St. Louis at Kinloch Field on 1st March 1912. The jump by Pégoud on 20th August 1913 at Buc, France, was 
none the less an eventful first in that, he deposited himself  in a tree on coming down to earth and even more 
miraculously having left the aircraft, this old Bleriot plane, which was thought would be written off  in the experi-
ment, after a while righted itself  and glided down into a field landing without any pilot! 

The postcard shown entitled, “SCHEMA DE L'EXPERIENCE DE PÉGOUD”, is an extremely difficult 
manoeuvre known as a "BUNT", rather than a "LOOP" forming a complete circle by the aircraft. I show below a 
photograph from the same book mentioned above with Pégoud about to take off  at Brooklands to demonstrate 
his amazing flying skills, which clearly shows his leather flying harness which anchors him firmly  into his seat. 
His visit to Brooklands, Weybridge, (also the famous car racing test track), took place from the 25th to 27th Sep-
tember 1913 where he demonstrated his unequaled flying skills. He was obviously a very generous aviator and 
while in England taught other pilots how to execute such exiting manoeuvres as evidenced by the advert from The 
Aeroplane, of  November 1913 shown below, for similar demonstrations by the English pilot B.C. Hucks, who was 
to demonstrate these to the British public for the first time by an English pilot at the famous airfields at Hendon 
and as we learned from Josh, Shoreham as well.  

From my own small collection of  this famous French aviator may I include my favourite postcard showing 
him safely strapped into his Bleriot prior to take off, with his equally flamboyant signature on it signed in his own 
hand and wonder if  our readership can see how many loops he makes with his pen nib?  Answers please on a 
postcard …… 
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Extract from R Dallas Brett, History of British Aviation 1908–1914  Vol II pages 70 – 71 

…… machine, which was perfectly standard except for the fitting of  a cabane about twelve inches higher than 
that normally used and the substitution of  a tail unit taken from the two–seater model. 

It was no circus trick, but a scientific experiment of  the utmost importance, the details of  which were worked 
out beforehand with great care by all concerned. Pégoud knew the chance he was taking. Too many pilots had 
been killed by the breaking of  machines in the air for the thought of  that probability to escape his notice. But Pé-
goud had risked his life before in the cause of  science. 

On August 20th he had conducted an even more perilous experiment at Buc. Mons. Bonnet had invented a 
parachute which he desired to test under actual service conditions. It was a very primitive device, and it was de-
signed to open whilst the pilot was still seated in the machine, so that the danger of  the envelope fouling the tail 
of  the aeroplane was all too patent; but Pégoud readily agreed to try it. 

He took off  in an old Bleriot monoplane with a 5–cylinder Anzani engine, which was in itself  thoroughly 
decrepit and unairworthy, climbed to a height of  700 feet, released the box containing the parachute, stopped the 
motor, pushed the stick forward; and awaited events. Fortunately the parachute opened, swung up clear of  the 
machine, plucked Pégoud out of  his seat and, in due course, deposited him gently in the branches of  a tree. 
Meanwhile the ancient monoplane, relieved of  its load, stalled, turned on to its back, righted itself  and glided to 
earth, where it landed quite gently in a convenient field. 

Aviation owes a deep debt of  gratitude to Pégoud, whose cool courage and exceptional skill gave men an 
entirely new conception of  the art of  flying, and whose example instilled added confidence into pilots all over the 
world. Thitherto aviators had travelled through the air humbly, dreading what new terrors the unknown might 
bring. Thenceforth they flew boldly, their fears dispelled, confident that what Pégoud had done, they also might 
do. Pégoud had altered the whole attitude of  men's minds towards the air. 

It was with some astonishment, therefore, and no little incredulity, that the aviation world received the news 
of  the experiments carried out at Juvisy by Mons. E. Pégoud on September 1st. 

For a fortnight thereafter reports came in thick and fast concerning his amazing feats, whilst his popularity in 
Paris surpassed any example of  hero–worship thitherto seen, even in France. Crowds surrounded the Bleriot 
aerodrome at Buc all day long in the hope that he would whilst on one occasion his presence was discovered in 
the audience at a theatre and the performance was held up for fifteen minutes whilst the people cheered them-
selves hoarse. At first the British pilots remained incredulous and the general tendency was to condemn Pégoud as 
a mountebank and to regard his flying as a trick in the nature of  a circus turn. The authorities at Brooklands, 
however, managed to persuade him to come over and give a demonstration. 

On September 25th. 26th, and 27th Pégoud flew his Bleriot monoplane above the Weybridge track in a man-
ner which dumb–founded the sceptics and silenced every accusation of  chicanery. To say that the British pilots 
were staggered would be inadequate to express the complete stupefaction which was felt by all who witnessed his 
beautiful exhibition of  perfect control. 

Even to–day there are few people who realize the magnitude of  the feats which Pégoud performed. He is 
universally credited with the invention of  the loop, which everyone now knows to be a perfectly simple evolution, 
but it is not understood that his repertoire also included the tail slide, the half–roll and the bunt. 

In fact the bunt was the first feat which Pégoud performed during that epoch–making flight on September 
1st. He dived the Bleriot, until he had passed the vertically head downward position, and attained an inverted 
glide, which he held for more than thirty seconds. He then pulled back on the stick and dived out, having traced a 
large vertical S in the sky. 

In spite of  repeated attempts he was unable to accomplish a half–roll on to his back from the normal flying 
position, although he was able to regain that position from the top of  a loop by a half  roll at any time. Within a 
month of  his first experiment Pégoud was making flights up to 1 min. 30 secs in length on his back, with his en-
gine on, and executing turns whilst inverted. 

All his flying was exquisitely smooth, in fact he even imparted grace to that most violent and horrible of  all 
manoeuvres, the tail slide, in which the machine is stalled with the nose pointing vertically upwards and allowed to 
slide back until the elevator brings it up with a jerk and the machine is thrown forward into a dive. 

These stunts, especially the tail slide and the bunt, put an enormous strain upon the machine, and no praise 
can be too high for the man who willingly and knowingly risked death in carrying out these tests. The flights were 
made under the personal supervision of  M. Louis Bleriot, the designer and constructor of  the …… 
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Trower B, Reference lists of Flying Boats 

Reference List of Pan Am Flying Boats 

Bill Trower 

This list of  Pan American Airways flying boats, and the two that follow, were furnished by Bill Trower. In publish-
ing these lists, it is hoped it will assist all members who wish to identify which of  the flying boat on which their 
cover was carried as well as those who collect postcards and other illustrations of  these flying boats, on which at 
times the nomenclature or designation is unclear. 

Tail No. Type/model U.S. Registration Named                                       
No. 1 Sikorsky S 40 NC 80V American Clipper                                                       
No. 2 Sikorsky S 40 NC 81V Caribbean Clipper                                                       
No. 3 Sikorsky S 40 NC 725V Southern Clipper                                                     
No. 4 Sikorsky S 42 NC 822M Brazilian Clipper                                                    
   Columbia Clipper                                                                                                
No. 5 Sikorsky S 42 NC 823M West Indian Clipper                                                    
   Pan American Clipper                                                                                                
No. 6 Sikorsky S 42 NC 824M                             
No. 7 Sikorsky S 42A NC 15373 Jamaica Clipper                                                 
No. 8 Sikorsky S 42A1 NC 15374 Antilles Clipper                                                
No. 9 Sikorsky S 42A NC 15375 Brazilian Clipper                                                 
No. 10 Sikorsky S 42A NC 15736 Dominican Clipper                                                
No. 11 Sikorsky S 42B NC 16734 Pan American Clipper II                                               
   Hong Kong Clipper                                                                                                
No. 12 Sikorsky S 42B NC 16735 Bermuda Clipper                                               
   Alaska Clipper                                                                                                
   Hong Kong Clipper II                                                                                                
No. 13 Sikorsky S 42B NC 16736 Pan American Clipper III                                               
   Bermuda Clipper                                                                                                
No. 14 Martin M 130 NC 14714 Hawaii Clipper                                                 
No. 15 Martin M 130 NC 14715 Philippine Clipper                                                 
No. 16 Martin M 130 NC 14716 China Clipper                                                 
No. 17 Boeing B 3142 NC 18603 Yankee Clipper                                                
No. 18 Boeing B 3142 NC 18601 Honolulu Clipper                                                
No. 19 Boeing B 3142 NC 18602 California Clipper                                                
No. 20 Boeing B 3142 NC 18604 Atlantic Clipper                                                
No. 21 Boeing B 3142 NC 18605 Dixie Clipper                                                
No. 22 Boeing B 3142 NC 18606 American Clipper                                                
No. 25 Boeing B 314A NC 18609 Pacific Clipper                                               
No. 27 Boeing B 314A NC 18611 Anzac Clipper                                               
No. 28 Boeing B 314A NC 18612 Capetown Clipper                                               
   Bermuda Sky Queen                                                                                                

No. 23 Boeing B 314A (#) NC 18607 (G-AGBZ) Bristol                      
No. 24 Boeing B 314A (#) NC 18608 (G-AGCA) Berwick                      
No. 26 Boeing B 314A (#) NC 18610 (G-AGCB) Bangor                      

Notes: 
1. Modified to S 42B        
2. Modified to B 314A        
3. Purchased by BOAC early WWII, under the “Lend/Lease” plan.  The registration numbers were changed        
to reflect UK registration. 

It should be noted that arrivals and departures at Foynes, Eire, during WWII were listed by their tail numbers. 
I believe a similar listing was also published in the Air Post Journal, March 1987. 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Imperial Airways and BOAC – Fleet List 

Short S23 C-Class Empire Flying Boats 
G-ADHL Canopus G-ADHM Caledonia G-ADUT Centaurus                                       
G-ADUU Cavalier G-ADUV Cambria G-ADUW Castor                                          
G-ADUX Cassiopeia G-ADUY Capella G-ADUZ Cygnus                                          
G-ADVA Capricornus G-ADVB Corsair G-ADVC Courtier                                        
G-ADVD Challenger G-ADVE Centurion G-AETV Corioanus                                     
G-AETW Calpurnia G-AAETX Ceres G-AETY Clio                                            
G-AETZ Circe G-AEUA Calypso G-AEUB Camilla                                                  
G-AEUF Corinthian G-AEUG Coogee G-AEUH Corio                                          
G-AEUI Coorong G-AFBK Coolangatta G-AEBL Cooee                                        

Shorts S26 G-Class Flying Boats 
G-AFCI Golden Hind G-AFCS Golden Fleece G-AFCK Golden Horn                             

Short S30 and S33 C-Class Empire Flying Boats 
G-AFCT Champion G-AFCU Cabot G-AFCV Caribou                                              
G-AFCW Connemara G-AFCX Clyde G-AFCY Awarua                                             
G-AFCZ Australia (Clare) G-AFDA Aoetearora G-AFKZ Cathay                            
G-AFPZ Clifton G-AFRA Cleopatra                             

Short S25 Sunderland “Hythe” Class Flying Boats 
G-AGER Hadfield G-AGEU Hampshire G-AGEV Hailsham                                      
G-AGEW Hanwell G-AGHV Hamble G-AGHW Hamilton                                         
G-AGHX Harlequin G-AGHZ Hawkesbury G-AGIA Haslemere                                  
G-AGIJ Henley G-AGJK Howard G-AGJL Hobart                                                    
G-AGJM Hythe G-AGJN Hudson G-AGJO Honduras                                                  
G-AGKV Huntingdon G-AGKW Hotspur G-AGKX Himalaya                                   
G-AGKY Hungerford G-AGKZ Harwich G-AGLA Hunter                                     
G-AHEO Halstead G-AHEP Harbury G-AHER Helmsdale                                          
Also three un-named boats: G-AGES G-AGET G-AGIB                       

Short S25 Sandringham “Plymouth” Class Flying Boats 
G-AHZA Penzance G-AHYY Portsmouth G-AHZB Portland                                    
G-AGZC Pembroke G-AHZD Portmarnock G-AHZB Portsea                                
G-AHZF Poole G-AHZG Pevensey G-AJMZ Perth                                               
G-AKCR St Andrew G-AKCO St George G-AKCP1 St David                                     

Short S45 Solent Class Flying Boats 
G-AHIL Salisbury G-AHIM Scarborough G-AHIN Southampton                                       
A-AHIO Somerset G-AHIR Sark (City of  Southampton)                                               
(City of  Edinburgh) 
G-AHIS Scapa G-AHIT Severn G-AHIJ Solway                                                       
(City of  York) 
G-AHIW Stornaway G-AHIX Sussex G-AHIV Salcombe                                             
G-AKND City of  London G-AKNP City of  Cardiff  G-AHIY Southsea                     
G-AKNS City of  Liverpool      

Short Mayo Composite aircraft 
Short Type S20 G-ADHJ Mercury Short Type S21 G-ADHK Maia                                    

Note: 
1. Should this read G-AKOP? 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Short’s Flying Boats operated by Aquila Airways Ltd 

Short C25 Sunderland Flying Boats 
G-AGER Hadfield G-AGEU Hampshire G-AGHZ Hawkesbury                                                  
G-AGIA Hazlemere G-AGJJ Henley G-AGUK Howard                                                         
G-AGJL Hobart G-AGJM Hythe G-AGJN Hudson                                                               
G-AGKY Hungerford G-AGLA Hunter G-AHEO Halstead                                                  

G-AHER Helmsdale            

Short C25 Sandringham Flying Boat 
G-AGKX Himalaya 

Short S45 Solent Flying Boats 
G-AHIN Southampton G-AKNU Sydney                               
  [formerly NJ207 crashed at Isle of  Wight 15.11.1957}                                                             
G-ANAJ City of  Funchal [formerly NI201temporary G-AGWU “Seaford”]                       

Notes: 
Sunderland, R.A.F. No. ML814 was in 1953 re-conditioned and transferred to R.N.Z.A.F. In December 1963 it 
was ferried to Australia for civilisation. Emerged October 1964 as 43 seat Sandringham. Regn. VH-BRF Islander 
with Ansett Air Lines. Sold on to Antilles Air Boats, U.S.Virgin Is. in 1974, where it became Maureen O’Hara’s 
(film star) personal aircraft. 
Purchased in 1979 by Edward Hulton regn. G-BJHS (ex N158J). At some time in the 1990’s sold to Kermit 
Weeks. It now rests at the “Fantasy of  Flight” in Florida. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Four Covers A Career 

Four Covers A Career 
John C Symons 

There are occasions when the recipient of  a cover transcends the aerophilatelic interest. A case in point is the four 
covers associated with Brayton Leroy Meyer, three addressed to him personally, and one to his wife. Meyer was 
born on 26th February 1897  in up–state New York, and was educated at Syracuse University from where he 1

graduated in 1919. Shortly thereafter he found employment with the Standard Vacuum Oil Company of  New 
York, and was moved to a position in Laobokow in Northern Hupeh province, China.  At some point in the 2

1920’s he married, his wife Irene. It is quite likely the ceremony took place during his visit reported in the Syracuse 

 Ancestry, <http://records.ancestry.co.uk/brayton_leroy_meyer_records.ashx?pid=91005897>1

 Syracuse Herald 24th November 1924, page 4.2
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Postmark on 
the back of  
the cover.  

Figure 1.

http://records.ancestry.co.uk/brayton_leroy_meyer_records.ashx?pid=91005897
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Herald, dated 24th November2, for by 1928 she was in China with him, where their only child Breyton Leroy Jr 
was born. Irene and Brayton Jnr returned to the United States in late 1940.  3

The first registeredcover of  interest is illustrated in figure 1. Posted in Rochester, NY on 17th September 1941 
and addressed to Meyer at Midway Island in the central Pacific, where it was expected to arrive on a Pan American 
Airways service that had departed from Honolulu on Thursday 2nd October. (Figure 2)  At this time there was no 4

US post office on the island, mail being handled by the military (Sixth Defense Bat. Fleet (Mar. Det., Midway). The 
postmark at Midway indicates an arrival date of  
Tuesday 30th September. Hence the cover de-
parted from Honolulu on an earlier flight, most 
likely the California Clipper of  Thursday 25th 
September, arriving Midway later the same day, 
the flight on which he may well have been a pas-
senger, if  this was the case he would departed 
the same day and arrived in Hong Kong on 
Tuesday 7th October. It is not clear how Meyer 
reached Shanghai, by this date the city was larg-
erly in the hands of  the Japanese invaders, fol-
lowing numerous aerial attacks on the city since 
the start of  the Sino–Japanese war in 1937. He 
had probably returned to the US at this time to 
move his family to safety, a move of  significant 
foresight for before the end of  the year Ja-
panese forces had made their notorious unpro-
voked attack on Pearl Harbor, and invaded 
South–east Asia. By early 1942 Meyer joined  
fellow Americans in one of  the many intern-
ment camps where foreign nationals were in-
carcerated. (Figure 3).  There are no other 5

records that relate to Brayton L Meyer, further 
evidence his family were back in the United 
States. It makes one wonder what made him 
return in October 1941. How long he remained 
in internment is open to conjecture, the last 
report date of  6th May 1946 is not a release 

date, which lends credence to the evi-
dence signified by the cover illustrated in 
figure 4. The cover would have been 
flown by domestic airline to Miami Fl, 
and forwarded from there on Pan Ameri-
can Airways FAM 6 service to Rio de 
Janeiro. It was examined by the censor in 
either Miami or New York. 
It is this cover which implies Meyer was 
amongst those repatriated, significant is 
the ‘℅ Gripsholm’. The MS Gripsholm was 
a Swedish liner belonging to the Swedish 
America Line, crewed entirely by Swedish 
merchant seamen. She was therefore a 
neutral vessel chartered by the US Gov-
ernment and employed in the exchange 

 The Evening Independent, 4th October 1940, St Petersburg, Florida, page 8.3

 Larsson B and Zekria D (2014), Airline Timetable Images, <www.airlinetimetableimages.com>4

 Brayton L Meyer - World War 2 POW Record <http://www.ww2pow.info/index.php?page=directory&rec=11585>. Nov 11, 5

2014 - This WW2 POW record for Civilian Meyer, first name Brayton L is one of  143,374 found in our historical archive for U.S. 
servicemen and civilians who were held captive by Germany or Japan during World War II. Sources of  our archived military lists 
data are government and public collections and files.
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Personnel File Information: 
Name: Brayton L Meyer 
Rank: Civilian 
Service: Civilian 
Detaining Power: Japan 
Camp: Shanghai War Prisoners Camp Kiawg-

wan Sha 
First Report: 02/14/1942 

Figure 3.

Figure 2. Pan American Airways timetable for June 1941.

Figure 4.

http://www.ww2pow.info/index.php?page=directory&rec=11585
http://www.ww2pow.info/index.php?page=directory&ln=Meyer
http://www.ww2pow.info/index.php?page=camps&cmp=Shanghai+War+Prisoners+Camp+Kiawgwan+Shanghai+31+121
http://www.ww2pow.info/index.php?page=directory&ln=Meyer
http://www.ww2pow.info/index.php?page=camps&cmp=Shanghai+War+Prisoners+Camp+Kiawgwan+Shanghai+31+121
http://images.com
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of  Allied and Japanese citizens. The MS Gripsholm was on her second repatriation voyage, having rendezvoused 
with the Japanese vessel Teia  Maru on 21st October 1943 at Mormagao, Portuguese India, where the exchange of  
internees and PoWs took place. She arrived in New York in early December 1943 following calls at Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa and Rio de Janeiro, where this cover was awaiting the vessel’s arrival.  6

Meyer was not de-
terred from returning 
to Shanghai by his 
earlier experiences. 
On 18th September 
1946 he received a 
letter (Figure 5) from 
his wife Irene posted 
in Buffalo, NY on 
4th September. Soon 
after his wife re-
turned to China, for 
on 17th March 1947 
she received a letter 
posted in New York, 
NY (Figure 6.). 

How long they re-
mained in Shanghai is unknown. In 1949 the government of  General Chiang Kai–shek retreated to Taiwan. Fol-
lowing the Communist take–over of  China US companies faced ever in increasing difficulties for US firms to re-

main on the mainland, many moving their 
operations to Hong Kong. When Meyer 
returned to the United States is not known. 
A report appeared in the 25th January 1957 
issue of  the Buffalo Courier–Express at which 
time he was chairman of  the Boy’s Club of  
East Aurora NY,  where he died in 1967. 7

These four covers with the help of  the In-
ternet provide an insight into the career of  
one man who had spent most, if  not all of  
his career in China, experiencing hardship 
during the Sino–Japanese war of  1939–41, 
internment during World War II, and the 
civil war which ended in 1949 with the es-
tablishment of  the Republic of  China on 
Taiwan. 

There remains one unknown in this story, 
namely the route and carrier the covers in figures 5 and 6 followed. There are no timetables listing trans–Pacific 
services amongst those to be found in Airline Timetable Images website  until November 1947. Can any member 8

please help.  

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

 Davis G H, The Transports (1999), Bureau Issues Publications, Reston, Va, USA, page 63–66.6

 Buffalo Courier–Express, Friday, Jan. 25, 1957, page 8.7

 Larsson and Zekria, Airline Timetable Images  <http://www.timetableimages.com>8
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Figure 5.

Figure 6.

http://www.timetableimages.com


Robin Jarman, Chile to Argentina, 1929 

Jean Mermoz flight from Santiago on 21st November 1928.

Santiago to Buenos Aires dated 6th June 1929



 

Imperial Airways advertisement on the rear cover of  the programme 
for the Debussy’s opera Pelléas et Mélisande performed at the Théatre 
National de l’Opéra Comique on 24th January 1933. 

Hannibal, Handley Page HP45, G–AAXD




